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Democrals  are  etigoaaii^ej  as  ".Ooppgi:- 
heaUti"  because,  in  their  reQcut- iueeli(ig^  ttu*^ 
couveuiioas,  ihey  have  h^ld  ulia  tiii§4tiftP,ot', 
persoual  rightu  to  be  of  paraiHOnnl, ,iiu|)(ic^- 
-^ijice.  The  samo  epilliet  luusl.  uflvb*  jippliwl 
til  General  FreRiout,  who,  as  will  besetju  IraW 
the  foUowiu^  which  he  wr^te  lo  th«  Abolitioa 
lueeliug  at  CoDcorJ,  lakes  pieoi»ely  I  he  Pem> 
ooralic  view  uf  the  case  : 

"  li  I  had  beeu  able  to  atlewJ  the  meeting, 
I  should  have  addtebded  it  maiuly  to  the 
point  which  reuent  evenib  iu  \h^  West  had 
made  tht  uppeimof.t  ijuation  of  tlie  dai/,  and 
which  the  peoph  comidn-  lu  vj/.ji  that  iu  Ohift 
they  are  iu  danger  of  accepting  a;*  its  cepre- 
se^ilative  a  wan  wUu  uae^  the  dootriuii  of  tree 
8pe»ch  as  a  defence — a  shield  and  die  dag 
under  which  he  has  served — aud  the  conduct.; 
of  whose  life  showd  that  ho  ie  uot  willing  *  i 
accept  it  as  a  vompleie  priuciple  compreheud- 
ing  all  men  and  questiooe,  aud  euverlng  all 
territory.  In  this  country  vuu  wM  (fu  with 
principle,  an^  ji'  ^U  allow  false  leaders  to  as- 
sume yours,  ike  people  will  yo  wich  than  became 
the  principle  carries  thtia.  1  should  have  urged 
the  KepubUcAu  Peokgbacy  of  New  Uampihir^ 
to  assert  distincUy  tfteir  old  principles  uid 
to  maintain  the  uublu  question  which  beloibgs 
to  them. 

"  I  hope,  my  dear  sir,  you  will  iasisuupgn 
this  and  not  allow  men  who  are  openly 
thwarting  the  objects  of  the  goverivaeal  to 
wrest  to  their  .^id  the  vital  principles  at  yoav 
^ly  to  beusied,  ia  the  Coufederat^  l^shiQU,'. 
iO|i]^^%d^QU,r  OFft  people  und  our  own  £ag 
vitlt  i!^a  iild  i#secip(,ioa  of  ii-ee  epeacb  %jr4 

ciples  Upon  n^hioh   the  Adiniiiisiniiiun   Wjet^^ 
into  po.wflr,  and  against  which  the  South  ro' 
.k«llis4^  1  tlf*i»*'  your  people  will  mark  plainly, 
^thi  hroad  line  wbioh  separates  them  from  tlus  ^ 
Bten  wbo'  are  really   opposing   the  v*''.  bf 
making  equally  distinct  their  determination 
to  support  the  goveroment  in  putting  the  re|- 

b«U»|  Jowft,*^  Tkk  i»nL  J/ru  ipewLponid  4 


secured— free  speech  for  Wendell  Phillips  ^^■■^  well 
as  for  Mr.  Vallandigkam."  \  ' 

A  great  deal  of  hone.-^t  truth  is  ii>lj  in  ihftse 
paragraphs.  It  is  tru«,  as  Fremont  sity-*,  llmt 
ovents  have  made  th<>  Joffnee  of  pt'r.oonal 
rights  "the  uppermost  qupstion  of  ilu'  Jay," 
and  that  "the  peopl.' rousider  ilii.^  question 
so  vital  that  they  are  in  danger"  of  eli>cling 
Vallandigham.  It  is  also  true  that  '•  in  thi* 
country  men  go  with  principle,"  v?hil<'  I  he 
Abolition  party  has  gone  in  detianr-e  of  it.  i 
The  war-cry  ol  the  campaign  in  IK'.o  was  i 
"  free-speech,  free  press,  Fremont,"  and  the 
leader  of  that  oontest  undouhledly  feels  the 
ciuoerness  of  his  asAociation  wiili  a  pany 
which  now  employs  ii.'i  power  in  favor  of  f  av- 
tiDCueut  Bastiles,  and  for  ll,.-  Milil're.s>ioii  of 
freedom,  both  of  spee.^h  aud  of  the  pvfSM.  Ii 
is  not  at  all  unlikely  thai  as  a  ■•  p^Hiiiul  ne- 
cessity," and  under  the  lead  of  such  men  as 
Fremont,  Trumbull  and  Kincis,  the  abuliii,.n 
isis,  before  Ittii-l,  may  ohrtiijie  fioul  hiuI  il.i- 
mor  again  for  the  righi.s  they  Imv,- r.mi^Iu  in 
destroy,  liui  the  people  "ivill  luv.r  toigel 
that,  while  a  great  rebellion  rva.s  i„  bo  mei 
aud  put  down,  Abrsharn  Lin,  ..In  nol  hi  i  !•">'>' 
so  oulrugi'd  the  loyal  sontiraent  .>f  Hie  Norili 
that  even  the  succens  of  the  Wur  .  ehsed  to  be 
considered  of  paramount  imporlanee,  and  the 
people  were  driven  lo  regard  the  dcfencfi  or 
individual  liberty  as  "  Ihe  uppermost  qnejlio" 
of  ijtie  day." 
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Trk  Sympatht  of  CoprBKHBAUs  with 
the  leaders  of  the  rebellion  ^rill  show  itself, 
iu  spite  of  their  professions  of  devotion  to  the 
Union  and  of  willingness  to  fight  to  prevent  its 
dis^lntion.  They  are  more  interested  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  traitors  of  Richmond,  than  in  the 
honor  and  fair  fame  of  the  nation.  Southern 
aristocracy  and  its  ascendency  in  political  cou- 
junctiou  with  a  small  Northern  minority,  similar 
to  it  in  exclusive  tastes  and  lordly  pretensions,  are 
dearer  to  them  than  a  generous,  free  dencocracy, 
blessing  alike  the  whole  land  and  all  classes. 

The  proof  of  this  bias,  this  indirect  alliance 
witL  the  arroguDt  and  unscrupulous  secessionists, 
is  too  evident  to  be  concealed  by  mere  words  used 
to  keep  up  appciirauccs  and  escape  the  odium 
and  peril  of  avowed  disloyalty. 

Pas^iug  by  tlie  laot  that  Federal  succes.'^es  are 
always  underrated  by  the  Copperheads— that  they 
arc  constantly  insinuating  how  superior  are  the 
abihtics  of  rebel  oUiciiUs,  military  and  civil,  and 
praising  the  lofty  qualities  of  the,  iu  their  esti- 
mation, proud  and  high  spirited  chiv;i]ry, — pass- 
ing by  these  facts,  the  misropreseutations  and 
perviisious  of  tlie  receut  interview  in  liaiupton 
Utiads,  are  new  evidence  ot  the  real  animus  of  those 
ready  to  fraternize  with  Richmond,  because  of 
their  paxtisan  hatred  of  Washington. 

Notwithstanding  Davis,  Hunter,  and  Campbell 
violated  their  oaths  of  allegiance,  and  stand  be- 
fore the  world  convicted  by  their  own  deeds  of 
traitorous  duplicity — notwithstanding  Gen.  L'se's 
letters  and  declarations  show  that  he  joined  the 
Confederacy  for  reasons  too  flimsy  to  be  consist- 
ent with  strict  integrity, — notwithstanding  Ste- 
phens is  on  record  with  his  double-faced  speeches, 
manii'estations  of  weak  and  cowardly  cunning 
— iiorwithstanditig  these  things,  the  Copperheads 
play  their  congenial  role  of  foul  birds,  and  insist 
that  President  Lincoln  has  been  guilty  of  trickish 
diplomacy,  and  that  but  for  this  the  immaculate 
emissaries  from  Richmond  could  have  been  per- 
suaded to  accept  an  honorable  peace  on  the  basis 
of  the  Union  and  the  Constitution! 

The  reason  for  this  view  is,  that  Gen.  Grant,  from 
the  bearing  and  talk  to  him  of  the  rebel  agents, 
was  of  the  opinion  that  they  meant  what  they 
professed  to  mean.  Sach  well-known  deceivers  as 
the  leading  secessionists  are,  on  this  showing, 
trustworthy  gentlemen,  and  Abraham  Lincoln  the 
hypocritical  knave! 

But  this  is  not  all.  On  the  return  of  the  plausi- 
ble trio  to  the  Confederate  capital,  war  meetiugs 
are  held  to  fire  the  Southern  heart  with  Ues  about 
subjugation,  and  ever)-  possible  misstatement  o^ 
the  disposition  and  purposes  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
enmient.  Davis,  Hunter,  Campbell  and  Benja- 
min are  the  chief  speakers,  and  their  speeches 
very  plainly  indicate  for  what  end  the  hollow  at- 
tempt at  peace  negotiation  was  made  on  their  part. 
Its  object  was  to  unite  their  own  pe«ple  so  that 
the  desperate  traitors  might  have  another  chance 
to  save  themselves  from  the  consequences  of  trea- 
fcon.  With  these  trutiia  staring  the  coimtry  in  the 
face.  Copperheads  would  fain  have  the  country  be- 
lieve that,  but  for  the  vila  scheming  of  President 
Lincoln,  the  war  would  be  ended  now! 
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First  Use  of  the  Term  "  Copperhead  " 

Anent  the  first  use  of  the  term  "  Copperhead  "  as  an  opprobrious 
epithet  applied  to  Democrats  during  the  American  Civil  War,  the 
late  James  Ford  Rhodes  wrote,  "  I  have  made  and  had  made  a  con- 
siderable search  for  the  first  use  of  the  term  '  Copperhead  '.  The 
earliest  that  I  have  found  it  employed  is  in  the  Cincinnati  Com- 
mercial of  October  i,  1862".^  Mr.  Albert  Matthews  in  a  similar 
investigation  wrote,  "  the  earliest  known  instance  is  from  Illinois, 
in  reference  to  Indiana  "  in  the  Chicago  Tribune  for  September  24, 
1862.^  Inasmuch  as  both  of  the  above  authors  have  curiously  over- 
looked a  conspicuous  and  widespread  newspaper  usage  of  the  term 
some  two  months  before  the  dates  of  their  first  findings,  a  further 
word  upon  the  matter  is  illuminative. 

The  Cincinnati  Gazette  of  July  30,  1862,  notified  its  readers: 
"  The  Copperhead  Bright  Convention  meets  in  Indianapolis  today  ", 
referring  to  the  state  Democratic  convention.  Antagonistic  to  the 
convention  was  a  serenade  accorded  General  Lew  Wallace,  a  despatch 
account  of  which  the  Ga::cttc  published  July  31  under  the  caption, 
"  A  Glorious  Sequel  to  the  Copperhead  Convention  ".  An  investiga- 
tion into  a  considerable  number  of  newspapers  has  not  revealed  an 
earlier  use  of  the  abusive  title.  Since  "  Copperhead  "  appeared  in 
print  without  quotation-marks  it  might  seem  that  the  application  of 
the  word  was  not  new  at  that  time,  or  type-practice  in  the  Gazette 
office  was  that  of  omitting  quotation-marks  for  even  fresh  adapta- 
tions. These  are  matters  probably  incapable  of  proof.  Whatever 
the  more  immediate  facts,  they  were  inconsequential  in  the  light  of 
the  real  significance  of  the  afl^air,  namely,  that  the  new  brand  of  re- 
proach had  fallen  upon  a  subject  which  attracted  more  than  a  state- 
wide interest.  On  this  account  the  new  concept  of  "  Copperhead  ", 
linked  to  the  Indiana  Democratic  convention,  was  rapidly  circulated 
throughout  the  Ohio  Valley.  This  currency  was  brought  about 
through  the  copy  which  was  made  of  the  Gazette  July  31  despatch 
by  widely  separated  newspapers.  In  Missouri,  the  St.  Louis  Tri- 
Weetily  Democrat  of  August  i  copied  the  despatch  with  its  "  Copper- 
head "  caption.  In  Illinois,  the  Springfield  IVcekly  State  Journal  of 
August  6  made  the  same  copy.  In  Ohio,  the  Wooster  Republican  of 
August  7  made  the  same  copy  and  captioned  it :  "  The  Copperhead 
Democrats  ".  Further  citations  might  be  made  of  newspapers  which 
through   the   same   method   contributed   together,    within   the   short 

1  History  of  the  United  States,  IV.  224,  note. 

'^Publications  of  the   Colonial   Society   of   Massachusetts    (1917),   XX.   207. 

AM.  HIST.  REV.,  VOL.   XXXII.- — 53. 
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course  oi  one  week,  ,0  ,videly  acMuain.  the  ,u>l.lic  n,i..d  of  the  Middle 
W'est  with  the  new  nickname. 

Md  iplied  users  soon  diversified  the  application  o,  the  new  tern. 

An  Ind  a'napolis  letter  to  the  Chieaso  Tn, ■  on  AuKt.s,  3  repor  ed 

^rand  jury  proceedings  against  "  son.e  pronnnent  Copperheads    . 
This  a  eo  nt'was  printed  August  5  ""Jer  the  eapt.on:  -  Prepar.ng 
I  Deal  w,th  Hoosier  Copperheads".     A   letter  <»  f'-^'--    ' 
Co,„„„-raal  on  August  21  described  a  Deu,ocrat,c  f '-""S  -^  ^a  - 
caster    Ohio,  as  one  where  "the  usual  mnnher  of  copperhead  lies 
we  e  iold  b;  orators".     The  letter  was  puhhshed  under  the  nrd.s^ 
nminate    caption:    "Grand    Copperhead    Turnout    tn    Fa.rhe  d 
"!»  "      tLsc  are  fair  exau.ples  of  the  rapid.ty  w.th  wh.ch  the 
new  .  rm  became  generalized.     The  "  Copperhead  "  cognonren  was 
dethred  to  become  an  in.portant  addnion  to  Cvd  X   ar  „o„,e,da^ 
ture      After  the  apparently  first  appearance  ot  the  delamato  >  word 
i„  July,  and  its  spread  during  August,  a  month  t""""-'  *";^ 
which  the  term  seems  to  have  dropped  from  the  press,     but  the 
epithet  had  taken  root  iu  popular  fancy  and  it  began  to  reappear  ,n 
the  press  during  September  and  October.     The  "-■."'I-;-;;    =■ 
scattered  crop  front  a  good  seeding  are  the  first  hndtngs  o.  Messr  . 
Rhodes  and  Matthews,  both  of  wl.o.n.  Iron,  th.s  pomt  on,  cte  n,^ 
stances  of  the  growtng  usage  of  the  word      .^side  from  any  ant,- 
nuarian  interest  in  the  determitration  o,  the  first  use  o.  the  term 
"  Copperhead  "  there  is   further  value  in  its  concrete  ev  len.e  o, 
the  early  rise'of  vitriolic  politics  during  the  Civd  W  ar  penod. 

Paul  S.  Smith. 
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